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u  Where  Sydney  Cove  her  lucid  bosom  swells. 

Courts  her  young  navies,  and  the  storm  repels ; 

High  on  a  rock  amid  the  troubled  air 

Hope  stood  sublime,  and  waved  her  golden  hair  ; 

Calm’d  with  her  rosy  smile  the  tossing  deep, 

And  with  sweet  accents  charm’d  the  winds  to  sleep  ; 

To  each  wdld  plain  she  stretch’d  her  snowy  hand, 

High  waving  wood  and  sea  encircled  strand. 

‘  Hear  me,’  she  cried,  ‘  ye  rising  realms!  record 
Time’s  opening  scenes,  and  truth’s  unerring  word, 

There  shall  broad  streets  their  stately  walls  extend, 

The  circus  widen,  and  the  crescent  bend; 

There,  ray’d  from  cities  o’er  the  cultur’d  land. 

Shall  bright  canals  and  solid  roads  expand. 

There  the  proud  arch,  colossus  like,  bestride, 

Yon  glittering  streams,  and  bound  the  chafing  tide; 
Embellished  villas  crown  the  landscape  scene, 

Farms  wave  with  gold,  and  orchards  blush  between  ; 
There  shall  tall  spires,  and  dome-capt  towers  ascend, 

And  piers  and  quays  their  massy  structures  blend; 

While  with  each  breeze  approaching  vessels  glide, 

And  northern  treasures  dance  on  every  tide!’  ’’ 

Dr.  Darwin,  1789. 


The  capital  of  New  South  Wales,  and  the  seat  of  the  government  of 
the  colony,  is  situated  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  on  the  south  side 
of  the  harbour  of  Port  Jackson,  four  miles  and  a  half  due  west  from 
the  Pacific  Ocean  :  it  is  built  principally  on  two  hilly  necks  of  land 
running  into  the  harbour  (forming  the  Cove),  and  the  intervening 
valley  ;  on  tiie  west,  the  town  extends  to  the  water’s  edge,  occupying  the 
whole  neck  of  laud  which  separates  Sydney  from  Cockle  Bay,  will)  the 
exception  of  a  small  space  round  Dawes’s  Point,  on  which  stands  a  bat¬ 
tery  of  fifteen  guns;  t he  opposite  ridge  is  principally  occupied  by  the 
governor’s  house  and  domain,  terminating  in  Bennilong’s  Point,  on  1  he 
low  extremity  of  which  stands  Fort  Macquarie,  with  ils  castellated 
Martello  towers.  In  the  hollow  a  small  rill  trickles  lowards  the  head 
of  the  cove,  and  is  collected  in  tanks  formed  in  the  solid  bed  of  sand¬ 
stone ;  along  this  hollow  runs  the  principal  street,  (George  street,)  the 
length  of  which,  to  the  turnpike  on  the  Paramatta  road,  is  nearly  two 
miles,  ali  the  other  streets  run  parallel  to  or  intersect  George  street  at 
right  angles,  ascending  the  heights  on  both  sides,  making  the  extreme 
width  about  half  a  mile.  The  appearance  of  the  town  front  the  ground 
it  covers  is  wild  and  irregular,  the  number  of  houses  (!  100)  being  by  no 
means  commensurate  with  its  superficial  extent;  many  very  respectable 
public  buildings  are  seen  in  various  parts,  particularly  ou  the  left  ridge 
commonly  called  St.  James’s,  from  being  the  residence  of  the  higher 
classes,  where  the  Colonial  hospital,  St.  James’s  church,  the  Catholic 
chapel,  beyond  which  lies  Hyde  park,  and  the  prisoners’  barracks,  are 
objects  worthy  attention  ;  on  the  opposite  ridge,  called  the  Rocks,  are  the 
old  church,  t lie  Scotch  kirk,  and  the  very  handsome  military  barracks. 
The  immediate  vicinity  of  the  coast  is  barren  and  unproductive  ;  but, 
at  the  distance  of  five  or  six  miles,  it  wears  a  more  fertile  appearance, 
and  is  thickly  studded  with  trees  of  magnificent  growth,  entirely  dift’er- 
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ent  from  those  of  Europe:  stately  gums,  iron  barks  of  immense  size, 
stringy  barks,  box,  &c.  The  present  Panorama  was  taken  from  the 
highest  part  of  the  government  domain,  the  drawings  were  made  by  Mr. 
Earle,  under  the  inspection  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dumaresq,  by  whom 
they  were  brought  to  England,  and  to  whom  R.  Burford  takes  this 
opportunity  of  making  his  acknowledgments  for  the  polite  attention  he 
has  experienced,  and  for  the  very  useful  information  he  has  obtained 
from  him  during  the  progress  of  the  painting.  The  view  from  this 
place  is  bold,  varied,  and  beautiful;  in  the  foreground  lies  the  town, 
with  its  irregular  and  singular  buildings  stretching  to  the  very  edge  of 
the  extensive  bay,  whose  blue  waters  and  green  islands  are  bounded  on 
the  opposite  side  by  a  bold  and  precipitous  shore,  varied  by  numerous 
coves,  and  covered  with  native  shrubs  in  perpetual  verdure,  from 
amongst  which  variously  coloured  rocks  show  their  rugged  heads  : 
towards  the  east,  the  eye  stretches  over  a  chain  of  commanding  and 
almost  barren  cliffs  that  mark  the  bearings  of  the  coast ;  to  the  south, 
over  the  beautiful  country  that  surrounds  Botany  Bay;  and  to  the  west, 
over  an  infinite  variety  of  hill  and  dale,  backed  by  immense  and  tower¬ 
ing  forests,  beyond  which  the  magnificent  chain  of  the  Blue  Mountains 
forms  an  imposing  boundary  to  a  most  beautiful  and  interesting 
conp-d’oeil. 

The  first  discovery  of  Australasia,  or  New  Holland,  the  largest  island 
in  the  world,  (rather  meriting  the  appellation  which  some  geographers 
have  bestowed  on  it  of  Continent,)  appears  to  have  been  made  by  the 
Dutch  in  l6’t6' ;  but  it  has  been  asserted,  that  the  Spanish  and  Portu¬ 
guese  navigators  were  acquainted  with  it  at  a  much  earlier  period.  In 
I6’87  Dampier  first  visited  the  coast ;  and  on  a  second  visit  in  16.99, 
discovered  the  passage  which  hears  his  name.  From  this  time  little 
notice  was  bestowed  on  it,  and  the  eastern  coast  was  almost  unknown, 
until  Capt.  Cook,  in  his  first  voyage,  dedicated  four  months  to  its 
exploration,  and  gave  his  country  an  undoubted  right  of  possession.  From 
the  favorable  report  he  made  of  the  country  bordering  an  inlet,  which 
he  named  Botany  Bay,  from  the  number  of  new  and  curious  plants  disco¬ 
vered,  it  was  resolved  to  establish  a  settlement,  whither  those  unhappy 
delinquents  might  be  conveyed  whose  residence  in  their  nalive  land  was 
incompatible  with  the  welfare  of  society,  and  with  whom  the  prisons 
were  at  that  time  crowded  ;  although  the  plan  immediately  received  the 
sanction  of  parliament,  it  was  some  time  before  it  was  carried  into 
effect.  On  the  13th  of  May,  1787,  a  squadron  sailed,  having  on  board 
538  male  and  220  female  convicts,  proper  officers,  marines,  &c.  and 
provisions  for  two  years,  the  whole  under  the  direction  of  Governor 
Phillip.  On  their  arrival  at  Botany  Bay,  finding  the  land  by  no  means 
answering  the  expectations  formed  of  it,  the  governor  surveyed  the 
adjoining  coast,  and  discovered  the  magnificent  bay  of  Port  Jackson. 
The  disembarkation  commenced  on  the  26th  of  January,  1 7S8,  at  one 
of  the  numerous  coves  which,  having  a  run  of  fresh  water,  and  a  depth 
of  water  for  ships  of  the  largest  size  to  lie  close  to  shore,  was  deemed 
most  suitable.  On  the  7th  of  February  a  regular  form  of  government 
was  promulgated,  and  the  settlement  named  Sydney,  in  honour  of 
Lord  Sydney.  In  a  short  time  the  greatest  activity  prevailed  ;  a  regular 
town  was  marked  out,  grants  of  land  made,  and  stores,  huts,  &c.  built; 
but  numberless  obstructions  checked,  at  first,  the  rapid  increase  of  the 
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colony,  one  very  important  being  the  discordant  materials  of  which  it 
was  composed  ;  for,  before  one  month  had  elapsed,  six  convicts  had 
been  sentenced  to  death,  and  one  executed.  Disputes  with  the  natives, 
who  committed  several  murders,  also  occasioned  great  uneasiness ; 
these,  added  to  the  occasional  pressure  of  want,  unavoidable  from  the 
distance,  the  escape  of  prisoners,  &c.  offered  obstacles  requiring  the 
greatest  energy  of  the  governor  to  overcome.  Governor  Phillip  re¬ 
tired  in  1792.  On  the  arrival  of  his  successor,  Governor  Hunter,  two 
years  alter,  the  colony  was  in  the  greatest  distress  for  provisions,  and 
but  for  the  timely  succours  be  brought,  a  great  proportion  must  have 
perished.  Under  his  government,  important  improvements  took  place  : 
a  county  gaol  w'as  erected,  the  first  public  dock  put  up,  and  a  theatre 
opened.  In  1800,  on  the  arrival  of  Governor  King,  various  new 
settlements  had  been  formed;  the  population  was  fast  increasing;  and 
the  colony  was  no  longer  dependent  on  the  mother  country  for  the 
common  necessaries  of  life.  In  1813,  the  first  successful  attempt  was 
made  to  penetrate  beyond  the  Blue  Mountains,  by  Mr.  Evans.  Gover¬ 
nor  Macquarie  surveyed  the  country  personally  to  the  distance  of  110 
miles,  and  founded  the  settlement  of  Bathurst.  To  Governor 
Macquarie  the  colony  is  indebted  for  much  of  its  present  prosperity  ; 
bis  constant  endeavours  were  directed  towards  the  advancement  of  its 
moral  and  commercial  interests;  and  bis  memory  will  long  be  respected 
by  all  classes  in  the  settlement. 

No  colony  in  the  world  ever  made  so  rapid  a  progress  towards  riches 
and  power  as  New  South  Wales:  it  is  scarcely  credible  that,  in  the 
short  space  of  forty  years,  so  great  a  change  should  have  been  wrought: 
where,  at  that  lime,  there  was  not  a  single  European,  there  are  now 
60,000  distributed  over,  and  bringing  into  the  highest  state  of  culti¬ 
vation,  a  surface  of  at  least  200  square  miles:  where  not  a  single 
European  animal  bad  been  seen,  are  now  100,000  bead  of  cattle,  more 
than  200,000  sheep,  many  thousand  horses,  and  numerous  other  ani¬ 
mals  for  the  use  and  pleasure  of  those  who,  at  that  period,  were 
exiles  from  their  homes,  with  scarcely  the  means  of  subsistence.  Hoads 
have  been  formed  in  every  direction,  bridges  built,  and  various  manu¬ 
factories  established  ;  the  polite  as  well  as  the  useful  arts  of  Europe 
have  been  introduced,  and  flourish;  and  the  inhabitants,  particularly  of 
Sydney,  already  indulge  in  those  luxuries  which  attend  the  highest  state 
of  civilization. 

Sydney  has  latterly  begun  to  assume  a  much  more  city-like  appear¬ 
ance:  many  buildings  which  obstructed  the  public  thoroughfares  have 
been  removed,  and  certain  regulations  with  regard  to  the  new  erections 
strictly  enforced  ;  the  streets  arc  straight  and  broad,  and  although  not 
paved,  yet,  from  the  dryness  of  the  climate  and  the  firmness  of  the 
ground,  they  are  always  in  excellent  condition  ;  they  are  well  lighted 
by  lamps,  placed  diagonally  at  fifty  yards  apart.  The  houses  are  in 
general  substantially  built  of  freestone,  or  brick  plastered,  seldom 
more  than  two  or  three  stories  in  height,  with  verandas  to  at  least  one 
story  ;  the  roofs  are  covered  with  shingles  of  iron  bark,  or  cedar. 
The  original  buildings,  which  were  of  the  soft  wood  of  the  cabbage 
palm,  have  long  since  decayed  ;  indeed,  hut  very  few  of  the  earliest 
brick  buildings  remain.  Near  the  harbour,  where  the  ground  is  valu¬ 
able,  the  buildings  are  contiguous;  but,  generally  speaking,  the  better 
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sort  of  houses  are  detached,  having  a  small  enclosure  in  front,  with  a 
neat  geranium  hedge,  and  a  large  and  well-stocked  garden  behind  ;  the 
doors,  interior  fittings,  and  much  of  the  furniture,  are  of  cedar,  well 
polished;  and  the  floors  covered  with  Indian-cane  matting,  which  is  pre¬ 
ferred  to  carpeting,  on  account  of  its  being  cooler.  The  shops  are  not 
very  numerous,  hut  are  decorated  with  much  taste;  articles  of  female 
apparel  and  ornament  are  purchased  with  avidity;  costliness  of  dress  is 
considered  indispensable,  and  the  ladies  spare  neither  pains  nor  expense 
in  decorating  their  persons;  London  and  Parisian  fashions,  made  of 
English  or  French  materials,  are  eagerly  sought ;  China  crapes,  India 
silks,  muslins,  &c.  are  much  too  cheap  to  be  fashionable.  The  usual 
out-door  dress  of  the  better  class  of  males,  and  the  holiday  dress  of 
the  lower  orders,  is  a  blue  jacket,  with  white  waistcoat  and  trowsers  ; 
the  common  dress  in  summer  is  white  linen,  with  a  straw  hat.  This 
sameness  is  agreeably  varied  in  the  streets,  by  the  crews  of  the  various 
vessels  which  trade  with  Sydney:  Chinese,  Otahetians,  South  Sea 
Islanders,  Zealanders,  Arc.  are  constantly  to  be  seen  in  the  fantastic 
costume  of  their  different  nations. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  resident  in  Sydney  is  between  12  and 
13,000  ;  the  civil  and  military  officers,  merchants,  and  principal  settlers, 
form  a  numerous  and  highly  respectable  circle  of  society,  among  whom 
the  greatest  hospitality  reigns ;  dinner  and  evening  parties,  balls,  &c. 
being  very  frequent  ;  exclusive  of  the  balls  given  by  the  governor’s 
lady,  there  are  also  four  grand  assemblies  given  during  the  year  by  (be 
Sons  of  St.  George,  St.  Patrick,  St.  Andrew,  and  Bachelors  of  Sydney. 
A  subscription  for  a  Theatre  has  just  been  completed,  and  the  building 
commenced,  with  every  prospect,  from  the  advanced  state  of  society, 
of  better  success  than  attended  similar  attempts  made  some  years  back, 
when,  from  the  various  scenes  of  depravity  and  insubordination  which 
occurred,  the  Government  was  obliged  to  order  the  discontinuance  of 
the  performances.  Horse  racing,  boxing,  and  most  of  what  are  con¬ 
sidered  the  national  sports  of  England,  are  indulged  in  by  all  classes. 

'Phe  climate  is  extremely  salubrious,  the  heat  never  excessive,  nor  tire 
cold  intolerable.  During  the  summer  months  of  December,  January, 
and  Febiuarv,  the  heat  is  seldom  more  than  80°  Farenheit,  and  even 
when  at  ^0°,  the  Seabreeze,  which  blows  from  the  north-east  during 
the  whole  day,  imparts  a  refreshing  coolness.  In  winter,  the  mean 
cold  is  from  40°  to  45°  by  night,  55°  to  60°  (luring  the  day.  No  ani¬ 
mal  of  a  ferocious  character  has  ever  been  discovered,  nor  any  larger 
than  the  Kangaroo.  The  only  reptile  to  be  feared  is  the  Serpent,  of 
which  thirty  species  are  said  to  be  venomous.  The  distance  of  Sydney 
from  England,  by  ship’s  course,  is  about  16,000  miles  ;  the  passage 
generally  occupies  from  sixteen  to  eighteen  weeks. 


No.  I. — Woolloomtnoolloo , 

The  very  pleasant  residence  of  Archdeacon  Thomas  Hohbs  Scott,  the  head  of 
the  church  establishment  of  the  colony,  which  consists  of  fourteen  clergymen;  the 
whole  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Archbishop  of  Calcutta. 

No.  2. — New  Gaol. 

The  foundations  and  part  of  the  walls  of  a  very  extensive  building  for  this  pur¬ 
pose  have  been  some  time  erected  ;  but,  owing,  it  is  supposed,  to  the  enormous 
estimated  expense,  it  lias  not  been  proceeded  with. 
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No.  3. — Catholic  (  hupcl. 

This  building,  had  it  been  finished  after  the  original  design,  would  have  been 
by  far  the  most  elegant  structure  in  the  colony;  it  was,  however,  too  late  un¬ 
fortunately,  discovered  to  be  beyond  the  pecuniary  means  of  the  Catholics,  and 
has  remained  in  its  present  unfinished  state  several  years:  the  government  has 
recently  undertaken,  not  to  complete  the  design,  but,  by  putting  on  a  roof,  and 
making  some  internal  additions,  to  render  it  available  as  a  place  of  worship. 

No.  4. —  Entrance  to  the  Government  Domain. 

This  beautiful  domain  is  nearly  four  miles  in  circumference;  it  extends  round 
the  hither  side  of  Woolloonnnoolloo  Kay,  and  round  the  Peninsula  formed  by  that 
Kay,  the  Harbour,  and  Farm  Cove,  passes  Macquarie  Fort,  and  the  eastern  side 
of  Sydney  Cove,  to  the  Office  of  the  Australian  Company,  composing  in  its 
extent  the  governor’s  private  grounds,  the  Kotanie  Garden,  Paddocks,  &c.  It 
was  greatly  improved  and  beautified  under  the  tasteful  direction  of  Mrs. 
Macquarie;  it  is  thickly  interspersed  with  walks,  winding  amongst  native  and 
exotic  trees,  and  plants  of  the  finest  and  most  varied  foliage,  and  is  much  en¬ 
livened  by  many  tame  kangaroos  and  emues.  between  the  domain  and  the  Cove 
is  an  agreeable  walk,  level  with  the  top  of  the  enclosure,  which  is  the  principal 
promenade  of  the  Sydney  beaux  and  belles.  The  grand  equestrian  display  is 
made  on  the  south  head  road,  where,  as  in  England,  on  Sunday,  every  description 
of  carriage,  gig,  &c.  may  be  met  with  :  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  road  lies 
Bellevue,  a  pleasant  eminence,  from  which  a  fine  view  of  the  town,  port,  and 
ocean,  is  enjoyed. 

No.  5. — Prisoner's  Barracks, 

A  large,  well-built,  and  well-conducted  establishment,  open  and  airy,  capable 
of  accommodating  several  hundreds,  and  every  way  well  adapted  for  the  purpose 

No.  6. — General  Hospital, 

Consists  of  three  two-story  buildings,  of  freestone,  in  a  line,  surrounded  by  a 
high  wall,  each  story  being  encompassed  by  a  colonnade  or  veranda,  which  gives 
a  very  heavy  and  disproportionate  appearance  to  the  whole.  It  is  calculated  for 
the  reception  of  several  hundreds,  is  regulated  in  the  same  manner  as  the  English 
naval  hospitals,  and  kept  in  excellent  order;  it  is  intended  solely  for  convicts, 
whether  in  tiie  government  or  settlers’  service. 

No.  7- — St.  James's, 

A  large,  well-built, unornamented  church,  erected  by  Governor  Macquarie;  it 
is  of  brick,  with  a  small  stone  portico,  and  a  very  lofty  and  handsome  spire;  the 
interior  is  remarkable  for  its  simplicity  and  for  its  excellent  arrangement :  a  very 
fine  organ  has  lately  been  sent  out  for  it. 

No.  8. —  Botany  Bay, 

Discovered  in  1771)  by  Capt.  Cook,  and  originally  intended  for  the  place  ofset- 
tlement;  but,  the  water  being  shallow,  and  much  exposed  to  easterly  winds, 
and  the  ground  swampy,  it  was  considered  unfit.  Water,  which  is  here  much 
purer  than  at  Sydney,  is  about  to  be  brought  from  the  neighbouring  Lagoons,  by 
means  of  an  aqueduct,  now  in  an  almost  finisher!  state.  A  monument  is  erecting 
on  the  north  head,  to  the  memory  of  La  Ferouse,  the  necessary  funds  for  which 
were  left  by  FI.  C.  Majesty’s  ship  Thetis,  Commodore  Bourgainville. 

No.  9. —  Cooper's  Distillery, 

An  excellent  range  of  buildings,  entirely  of  freestone,  situated  on  a  stream  of 
fresh  w'ater,  with  a  mill,  numerous  storehouses,  and  every  convenience  for  carrying 
on  an  extensive  business.  A  pleasant  spirit,  somewhat  resembling  Scotch 
whiskey,  is  obtained  from  colonial  grain  ;  also  cordials  of  every  description,  of 
excellent  flavor.  During  the  first  ten  months,  these  works  produced  two  guineas 
per  hour  duty. 

No.  10 .—Roatl  to  Paramatta. 

The  road  to  Paramatta  is  in  a  line  with  George-street ;  at  its  commencement 
is  the  brick-field,  wffiere  the  town  bricks  are  made,  and  two  furnaces  for  burning 
the  coarse  colonial  pottery  ware  ;  near  which  is  the  first  toll-bar.  Paramatta 
stands  at  the  head  of  Port  Jackson,  eighteen  miles  by  water,  and  fifteen  by  land, 
from  Sydney.  The  town  consists  of  one  principal  street,  about  a  mile  long,  and 
contains  a  church,  chapel,  hospital,  barracks,  a  factory  for  female  convicts,  who 
are  employed  in  making  a  coarse  woollen  cloth;  a  school  for  the  education  and 


8 


civilization  of  the  Aborigines,  founded  in  1816;  and  3000  inhabitants.  Paramatta 
was  the  constant  residence  of  SirT.  Brisbane.  The  intercourse  with  Sydney  is 
by  two  coaches,  a  caravan,  and  two  passage- boats,  daily.  Sydney  race-course  is 
a  short  distance  on  the  Paramatta  road. 

No.  12. —  New  Court  House. 

The  Court  House  for  civil  and  criminal  cases  is  a  very  respectable  edifice,  just 
finished  ;  it  faces  Hyde  Park,  but,  being  erected  so  near  the  church,  has 
diminished  the  effect  of  both  buildings.  The  old  Court  House  nearly  adjoining, 
a  small  and  inconvenient  building,  contains  the  National  School  for  the  children 
of  the  lower  orders,  on  the  Lancastrian  System. 

No.  13. — Market, 

Opened  on  its  present  site,  then  called  the  old  parade,  on  the  right  of  George- 
street,  in  1808.  The  present  market  house  was  built  by  Gov.  Maccpiarie,  in  1813; 
it  consists  of  a  large  oblong  enclosure,  with  stores  for  the  reception  of  articles 
unsold  at  three  o’clock,  and  a  large  plot  of  around  behind.  On  Thursday,  the 
market  day,  it  is  well  snpplyed  with  oxen,  sheep,  horses,  grain ,  butter,  cheese, 
eggs,  poultry,  and  fine  fruit-’,  from  Paramatta,  Windsor,  Liverpool,  and  other 
places,  as  distant  as  forty  miles.  The  average  sale  of  wheat  is  about  600  bushels 
weekly  :  the  market  is  about  to  be  enlarged  and  improved  by  three  rows  of 
building. 

No.  14. —  Mr.  Barnet  Levey's. 

The  large  building  on  the  premises  of  Mr.  Barnet  Levey,  on  the  summit  of 
which  a  windmill  is  at  present  erecting,  is  intended  for  a  theatre;  to  the  left  of 
which  stands  the  Waterloo  warehouses,  of  those  highly  respectable  merchants 
Messrs.  Cooper  and  Levey. 

No.  15. —  School  of  Industry, 

Established  in  1816,  by  Mrs.  Darling,  for  the  reception  of  female  children  of 
the  lower  classes,  principally  those  of  convicts,  who  are.  by  this  means,  removed 
from  the  contagious  example  set  them  by  perhaps  vicious  and  dissolute  parents, 
and  are  here  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  the  kind  and  zealous 
foundress,  carefully  educated,  instructed  in  moral  and  religious  duties,  and  taught 
every  thing  requisite  to  make  them  useful  members  of  society.  Mrs.  Darling’s 
endeavours  have  been  actively  seconded  by  the  ladies  of  Sydney,  and  the  insti¬ 
tution  already  gives  promise  of  being  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  colony, 
and  to  the  children  educated  in  if,  and  will  amply  repay,  by  its  utility,  the  constant 
care  and  unremitting  attention  bestowed  on  it  by  its  amiable  foundress.  A 
similar  establishment  is  about  to  be  instituted  at  Paramatta. 

No.  lfj. —  Natives. 

The  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  New  South  Wales  are,  perhaps,  the  very  lowest 
of  the  human  species,  a  miserable  race,  having  neither  huts  or  clothes,  their  arms 
and  fishing  implements  being  of  the  rudest  construction  ;  and,  being  totally 
unacquainted  with  any  kind  of  agriculture,  they  exist  on  fish,  fruit,  worms,  grubs, 
&c.  and,  occasionally,  on  human  flesh.  Their  skins  are  very  dark,  with  features 
somewhat  resembling  the  African  negro,  and  they  render  themselves  most  dis¬ 
gustingly  hideous,  by  rubbing  their  bodies  with  fat,  and  painting  them  with  various 
coloured  earths;  through  the  septum  of  the  nose,  a  kangaroo’s  or  fish’s  bone 
is  thrust,  and  sometimes  the  under  lip  is  distended  by  a  pellet  of  wood.  They 
are  but  very  thinly  scatteied  over  this  immense  country,  never  having  been 
computed  (including  the  numerous  islands)  at  more  than  20,000.  The  tribes  of 
Cumberland  have  become  so  dependent  on  the  settlers,  that,  without  what  they 
earn  or  beg,  they  could  not  exist.  The  tribes  in  Sydney  fish,  for-  which  they  re¬ 
ceive  payment  in  bread,  rum,  old  clothes,  &c.  The  females  invariably  wear  a 
sort  of  cloak,  made  of  opussums’  skins,  or  a  blanket.  The  men  are  partially  clothed 
in  old  jackets,  trousers,  or  any  rags  they  can  pick  up;  but  a  great  proportion  of  them 
are  to  be  met  perfectly  naked.  They  generally  speak  English  to  be  understood, 
are  particularly  well  acquainted  with  the  vulgar  tongue,  and  are  most  importunate 
beggars,  frequently  following  a  passenger  for  miles,  with  the  incessant  cry  of 
“  Massa,  gim  me  dum,”(a  dump, fifteen  pence.)  It  is  an  established  point,  that  if  a 
member  of  one  tribe  is  killed  by  another,  one  of  that  tribe  must  be  sacrificed,  or 
the  offender  must  withstand  the  attacks  of  the  deceased’s  friends.  On  this  oc¬ 
casion,  as  here  represented,  he  is  provided  only  with  a  shield  of  wood,  with 
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which,  if  expert,  he  defends  himself  for  a  considerable  time  from  the  spears  cast 
at  him,  and  escapes  with  only  a  few  slight  wounds.  The  practice  of  fighting  with 
the  waddie,  or  club,  on  which  occasion  each  party  alternately  stoops  his  head  to 
receive  t he  other’s  blow,  is  fast  giving  way  to  the  more  refined  science  of  boxing. 
They  are  very  expert  in  casting  their  spears,  striking  with  certainty  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  seventy  yards,  by  means  of  the  Wo-merra,  or  throwing-stick,  about  three 
feet  long,  a  hook  at  one  end,  (and  a  shell  at  the  other,  secured  by  gum,)  to  receive 
which  there  is  a  small  hole  in  the  head  of  the  spear.  Both  are  held  in  the  right 
hand,  of  which  two  fingers  are  above  the  stick,  and  two  between  it  and  the 
spear,  about  two  feet  from  the  hook ;  after  poising  it  some  time,  the  spear  is 
discharged,  the  stick  remaining  in  the  hand.  The  spears  are  made  from  the  reed 
of  the  yellow  gum,  or  grass  plant  This  very  curious  plant  sometimes  attains  the 
height  often  or  twelve  feet  before  it  puts  forth  its  grass  or  leaves  ;  a  single  reed 
then  shoots  up  often  or  twelve  feet  in  length.  A  gum  exudes  spontaneously 
from  the  trunk,  which  emits  a  most  fragrant  smell,  resembling  tolu  or  benzoin  ; 
and,  where  the  wood  is  burnt,  the  air  is  impregnated  for  miles  with  this  delightful 
perfume. 

No.  17. —  Entrance  to  the  Government  Gardens. 

The  pine  trees  are  from  the  Norfolk  islands  ;  they  grow  to  an  astonishing  height 
and  thickness,  but  the  timber  is  not  remarkably  good  ;  the  knots  are  used  as 
flambeaux,  and  burn  well.  The  houses  near  the  gate  are  some  of  the  oldest  in 
the  town. 

No.  19  — King  Boongaree 

And  some  of  his  retainers,  are  generally  the  first  visitors  to  every  ship  on  its 
arrival.  His  sable  majesty,  clothed  in  a  gold  laced  blue  coat,  with  massy  epaulets, 
buttoned  up  close,  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  a  shirt  or  waistcoat,  and  wearing  a  large 
varnished  cocked  hat,  but  neither  shoes  or  stockings,  welcomes  the  arrival  of  a 
stranger  with  much  politeness  and  many  bows,  and  contrives,  if  possible,  to 
borrow  a  dump  or  so,  to  buy  for  his  “gin”  (wife,)  who  always  happens  to  be  ill, 
some  tea,  or  for  himself,  who  is  equally  poorly,  a  little  of  Cooper’s  drops. 

No.  120. —  Bank  of  New  South  Wales , 

Established  in  April,  18!7,  previous  to  which,  the  circulating  medium  con¬ 
sisted  of  merchants’  and  traders’ notes,  often  issued  tor  so  small  a  sum  as  sixpence. 
The  bank  has  a  regular  charter  of  incorporation,  and  is  under  the  control  of  a 
president  and  six  directors.  The  capital  is  20,000/.  in  200  shares,  held  by  the 
principal  merchants,  traders,  and  land  owners;  the  business,  conducted  on  the 
principle  of  the  Scotch  banks,  is  of  great  benefit  to  the  colony,  and  enriches  the 
proprietors,  who  have  for  some  years  divided  enoimous  profits.  In  1819,  when  all 
cash  was  abstracted,  and  in  1826,  when  the  specie  deposits  were  withdrawn  for 
exportation,  no  embarrassments  occurred  ;  deposits  were  made  as  usual,  and 
persons  wanting  to  exchange  notes  for  cash,  departed  without  demur,  although 
refused. 

No.  21. —  Military  Barracks , 

A  very  substantial,  capacious,  airy,  and  well  arranged  series  of  buildings, 
erected  by  Governor  Macquarie.  It  has,  however,  been  regretted  that  they 
should  occupy  so  much  ground  in  the  most  eligible  part  of  the  town,  and  it  is 
expected  that  the  present  governor  will  shortly  have  them  removed  to  a  greater 
distance. 

No.  2 3.  — Sir  J.  Jamieson's, 

One  of  the  best  and  handsomest  residences  in  Sydney  is  the  town  house  of  Sir 
J.  Jamieson,  a  very  wealthy  and  extensive  proprietor. 

No.  25. — Scotch  Kirk, 

A  very  neat  and  durable  building  of  stone,  in  the  gothic  style  ;  the  interior, 
which  is  not  quite  finished,  will  be  remarkably  handsome. 

No.  26’.  —  Cockle  Bay, 

Now  called  Darling  Harbour,  formed  by  Dawes  and  Pyrmont  Points;  on  the 
latter,  Mr.  J.  Mac  Arthur,  the  father  of  Australian  sheep  husbandry,  is  at  pre¬ 
sent  building  a  magnificent  residence.  Many  warehouses,  wharfs,  &c.  are  erecting 
on  both  sides  of  the  harbour,  which  will  soon  rival,  in  point  of  business,  Sydney 
Cove. 
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No.  26. — St.  Phillip. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Johnstone,  the  first  chaplain  to  the  colony,  having  expeiienced 
much  inconvenience  from  performing  divine  service  in  the  open  air,  fixed  on  a 
spot,  seventy-three  feet  by  forty,  which  he  had  enclosed  by  strong  posts,  wattled, 
and  plastered,  and  covered  with  a  thatch.  In  this  primitive  church,  the  whole 
expense  of  which  was  £67  12  \\\,  service  was  first  performed  on  the  2;>lh  of 
August,  1793.  This  building  was  wilfully  destroyed  by  lire  in  1798,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  an  order  enforcing  the  constant  attendance  of  the  convicts.  The  pre¬ 
sent  substantial  stone  edifice  was  immediately  commenced  ;  the  tower  had  been 
erected  a  year  previous,  to  hold  a  turret  clock,  which  first  proclaimed  the  time  of 
day,  January  31,  1798.  The  tower  contains  a  peal  of  eight  bells,  and  the  church 
a  fine  service  of  communion  plate,  presented  by  his  late  Majesty,  which  arrived 
in  October,  1803. 

No.  28. — Sydney  Hotel. 

The  “Sydney,”  ,c  Australian,”  and  “Hill’s,”  the  three  principal  hotels,  may 
vie  with  the  best  establishments  of  the  same  kindin  England,  being  provided  with 
hot  and  cold  baths,  and  every  convenience,  at  easonable  charge;  as  may  the 
common  pot  houses  with  the  lowest  in  St.  Giles 

No.  29. — Chief  Justice's. 

Tile  residence  of  Francis  Forbes,  esq.  chief  justice  of  New  South  Wales. 

No.  31. — Orphan  School. 

This  excellent  and  well  endowed  establishment  for  females  has  been  removed  to 
Liverpool,  and  the  building  pulled  down;  the  plot  of  ground  on  which  it  stood, 
one  acre  and  a  half,  has  been  sold  by  auction  for  5,200 1. 

No.  32. — Sydney  Gazette  Office. 

The  first  printing-press  used  in  the  colony  was  for  issuing  government  orders, 
&c.  in  1795.  The  Sydney  Gazette,  the  first  newspaper,  was  printed  in  1803,  and 
is  at  present  conducted  with  great  ability  in  every  department,  by  men  of  sound 
judgment;  there  are,  at  this  time,  eight  newspapers  and  four  literary  periodicals 
published  in  the  colony. 

No.  34. — Fort  Phillip, 

On  the  highest  point  of  the  neck  of  land  to  the  west  of  the  town,  nearly  in  the 
centre  of  what  is  called  “The  Rocks.”  It  is  a  regular  hexagon,  never  quite 
finished,  and  is  now  so  surrounded  by  houses  as  to  be  useless,  excepting  as  a  signal 
station.  It  was  erected  by  Governor  King  in  1803,  after  an  insurrection,  caused 
by  those  persons  transported  for  the  share  they  took  in  the  Irish  rebellion. 

No.  35. — Blue  Mountains. 

The  elevation  of  the  Blue  Mountains  above  the  sea  is  about  4000  feet;  and 
their  breadth,  where  the  road  crosses  them  to  Bathurst,  is  fifty-eight  miles.  This 
road,  commencing  at  Emu-ford,  forty  miles  from  Sydney,  was  discovered  in 
1813.  It  is  by  no  means  dangerous,  waggons,  carts,  &c.  passing  at  all  times 
without  accident.  This,  and  several  roads  in  the  neighbourhood,  have  been 
improved  and  formed  under  the  able  superintendence  of  Capf.  Duinaresq.  The 
mountains  for  the  first  ten  or  twelve  miles  are  well  covered  with  timber ;  beyond 
this,  they  are  very  barren,  covered  with  a  thick  brushwood,  with  occasionally  a 
stunted  gum.  They  are  very  rocky,  composed  principally  of  sandstone  thickly 
studded  with  quartz,  and  a  little  freestone,  but  no  granite,  which  afterwards  is  the 
only  stone  met  with  for  200  miles;  beyond  them  the  country  is  of  a  most  fertile 
description  to  an  amazing  distance. 

No.  3 6.  —  Mr.  Underwood's. 

An  elegant  building,  the  residence  of  Mr.  Underwood,  a  rich  merchant,  who 
iias  been  very  successful  in  the  oil  and  seal-skin  trade. 

No.  37.. —  Bank  of  Australia, 

Established  about  five  years  since  or.  nearly  the  same  plan  as  the  New  South  Wales. 

No.  38. — Gaol. 

The  original  gaol  log  built  in  1797,  having  been  wilfully  burned  two  years  after 
its  erection,  the  present  stone  edifice  was  commenced,  and  the  expense  defrayed 
by  a  voluntary  tax,  and  an  extra  duty  of  is.  per  gallon  on  spirits.  From  the 
increase  of  the  colony,  it  has  become  scarcely  adequate  to  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
prisoners. 

No.  39. — Australian  Agricultural  Company's  Offices. 

The  Australian  Company  have  one  million  acres  of  land  at  Port  Stephen’s, 
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ninety  mile*  north  of  Sydney,  watered  by  the  rivers  Karuer  aud  Manning,  th«  one 
navigable  twelve,  the  other  twenty  miles,  from  the  fine  harbour.  The  land  is 
excellent,  both  arable  and  pasture,  abounding  in  coal,  and  exhibiting  such  speci¬ 
mens  of  lime,  as  to  leave  little  doubt  that  it  will  hereafter  be  found  in  ample 
quantities.  The  company  have  imported  the  finest  bulls,  cow's,  stallions,  and 
breeding  mares,  to  be  procured  ;  sheep  from  the  choicest  flocks  of  Europe:  the 
olive,  vine,  tea,  and  fruit  trees,  with  seeds  and  plants  of  all  varieties;  also  two 
steam  engines,  iron  railway,  and  every  requisite  for  working  the  coals,  &c. 

No.  40. — Governor's  House, 

The  back  of  which  is  towards  the  spectator,  is  built  of  brick  plastered  • 
although  not  a  very  handsome,  it  has  become,  by  various  alterations  and  enlarge¬ 
ments,  a  tolerably  commodious  bouse.  A  new  one  is  about  to  be  erected  on  the 
high  ground  from  whence  tho  present  Panorama  was  taken  :  the  garden  and 
shrubbery  occupies  about  four  acres. 

No.  41. — King's  Wharf  and  Dock. 

The  dock  is  small,  but  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the  colony ;  all  the  govern¬ 
ment  vessels  load,  and  unload,  and  undergo  repair  here  ;  the  government  boats  are 
kept  here,  and  it  is  also  the  depot  of  coals.  The  various  works  are  performed  by 
competent  convicts,  the  gaol  gangs  doing  the  loading  and  unloading.  The  ware¬ 
houses  and  workshops  are  extensive:  the  wooden  wharf  is  miserable,  but  is  being 
improved. 

No.  43. —  Mr.  [I.  Campbell's, 

One  of  the  principal  merchants  of  New  South  Wales  ;  be  lias  an  excellent  wharf, 
which,  with  his  warehouses,  dwelling,  garden,  &c.  forms  an  extensive  and  very 
valuable  property. 

No.  44.  —  Dawes's  Battery. 

The  battery  on  Dawes’s  Point  mounts  fifteen  guns,  and  commands  the  harbour, 
but  is  inadequate  to  the  defence  of  the  town  against  any  respectable  force.  This 
place  acquired  its  name  from  Lieutenant  Dawes,  who  sailed  with  the  first  expedi¬ 
tion,  and  being  charged  by  the  Board  of  Longitude  to  make  observations  on  au 
expected  comet,  erected  his  small  observatory  on  the  spot. 

No.  45. — Phoenix  Hulk, 

Used  as  a  place  of  confinement  for  prisoners  of  desperate  character,  and  when 
the  prison  is  full. 

No.  46. — H.  M's  Ship  Success, 

Capt.  Sterling,  who  is  at  the  present  time  about  to  be  employed  in  forming  a 
new  settlement  on  the  western  coast  of  New  South  Wales. 

No.  47- — Macquarie  Fort, 

Built,  as  its  name  imports,  by  Governor  Macquarie  ;  but,  having  been  designed 
by  a  civil  architect  instead  of  an  engineer,  it  is  erected  in  such  a  situation,  and  in 
such  a  style,  that  it  is  rather  a  picturesque  object  than  a  useful  defence.  It  stands 
on  Ben-ni-long’s  Point,  so  called  from  a  house  having  been  erected  on  it  for  the 
residence  of  h  chief  named  Ben-ni-long,  the  first  native  who  became  attached  to 
the  settlers;  he  was  brought  to  England  by  Governor  Phillip,  and  returned  with 
Governor  Hunter  ;  although  he  was  in  a  great  measure  civilized,  yet  he  could  not 
altogether  abandon  his  former  pursuits;  he  would  frequently  discard  his  clothes, 
and  pass  several  weeks  at  a  time  with  his  old  companions  in  the  woods. 

No.  48. — Government  Stables, 

Erected  by  Governor  Macquarie,  and  were  intended  to  form  part  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  new  Government  House.  Gangs  of  convicts  are  employed  in  various 
parts;  their  usual  dress  is  a  white  woollen  Paramatta  frock  and  trowsers,  or  grey 
and  yellow  jackets  and  duck  overalls,  the  different  style  of  dress  denoting  their 
length  of  residence  ;  the  whole  is  thickly  plastered  over  in  black,  white,  and  red, 
with  the  broad  arrow,  and  the  letters  P.B.  and  C.B.,  Prisoners’  Barracks,  or 
Carters’  Barracks  :  when  first  landed,  they  are  termed  Canaries,  from  their  yellow 
clothing;  they  afterwards  attain  the  more  honourable  distinction  of  Government 
Men,  the  word  convict  being  entirely  expunged  from  their  vocabulary.  The  gaol 
gangs  are  always  ironed  on  the  legs;  ihey  are  employed  in  mending  the  streets, 
making  bricks,  and  various  public  works.  The  number  which  arrived  from  Eng¬ 
land  during  the  year  1827,  was  2801  males  and  502  females. 

No.  4Q. — Port  Jackson. 

The  entrance  to  Port  Jackson  is  between  two  high  bluff  points,  called  (lie  North 
and  South  Heads,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  apart,  from  which  it  gradually 
extend*  into  a  noble  and  capacious  basin,  navigable  fifteen  miles  for  vessels  of  any 
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size  ;  it  contains  100  small  coves,  formed  by  narrow  necks  of  land,  many  running 
several  milts  into  the  country,  whose  projections  afford  protection  from  every 
w  ind  that  blows,  and  possesses  the  best  anchorage  the  whole  way.  The  shores 
are  bold,  and  often  precipitous,  and  so  rocky  that  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  how 
the  wide  branching  evergreen  trees,  and  close  brushwood,  have  found  suffi¬ 
cient  nourishment  to  bring  them  to  so  considerable  a  size.  A  few  islands 
are  scattered  about,  but  none  of  any  magnitude  :  after  winding  about  twenty 
miles,  the  Hay  loses  itself  in  a  small  creek  at  Paramatta.  Regular  packets  sail 
between  Sydney,  Newcastle,  Hobart  Town,'  and  Port  Dalrymple.  Ships  are 
constantly  in  the  Hay  from  England,  India,  China,  Isle  of  France,  Brazils,  New 
Zealand,  &c.  New  South  Wales  carries  on  a  trade  with  the  mother  country  in 
wool,  timber,  seal-skins,  hides,  New  Zealand  flax,  and  oil,  at  present  the  principal 
exports j  the  imports  are  manufactured  goods  from  England,  sugar  from  the 
Mauritias,  rum,  and  all  kinds  of  India  goods  from  Bengal;  tea  from  China,  and 
tobacco  from  the  Brazils. 

No.  50. — II.  M.’s  Ships  Fly  and  Volage. 

The  Fly,  Capt.  Whetherall,  and  the  Volage,  Capt.  Dundas,  are  beating  down  to 
the  Warspite. 

No.  51. —  Pin ch gut  Island. 

Tliis  island  obtained  its  singular  name  by  having  been  the  prison  of  the  early 
offenders,  who  were  placed  here  with  a  very  scanty  allowance  of  provisions  ; 
several  notorious  malefactors  have  also  been  hung  in  chains  on  it :  the  three  other 
islands  of  any  importance,  are  Garden,  Sharkes,  and  Clarke’s. 

No.  55. — Lighthouse. 

An  elegant  building  of  white  freestone,  called  Macquarie  Tower,  on  the 
southern  side  of  the  entrance  to  Port  Jackson,  the  entrance  to  which  it  points 
out  by  day  and  night,  the  revolving  light  being  visible  at  ten  or  twelve  leagues  dis¬ 
tance  :  by  its  side,  is  a  telegraph  and  signal  post,  to  communicate  to  Sydney  every 
thing  relating  to  vessels  entering  or  leaving  the  harbour.  The  height  of  the  point 
from  the  sea  is  277  feet,  and  the  tower  76,  being  together  353  feet; 
it  stands  lat.  33°  51'  40",  south  long.  151°  16'  50",  east  from  Greenwich.  The 
tower,  from  the  softness  of  the  materials,  is  supposed  to  be  unsafe,  and  has  been 
bound  with  iron. 

No.  56. —  H.  M.’s  Ship  Warspite. 

Commodore  Sir  J.  Brisbane  arrived,  in  1826,  in  the  Bay,  with  the  Warspite,  the 
lirst  line-of-battle  ship  that  ever  sailed  on  these  beautiful  waters. 

No.  57. — Point  Piper, 

The  residence  of  Captain  Piper,  many  years  naval  officer  to  the  colony,  whose 
elegant  eastern-fashioned  mansion,  tastefully  ornamented  grounds,  and  far  famed 
hospitality,  have  rendered  the  place  remarkable. 

No.  58.-— -Kangaroo  and  Dog  Dance. 

Between  the  ages  of  eight  and  sixteen,  the  youth  of  both  sexes  undergo  the 
operation  ofhaving  the  septum  nasi  bored,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  bone  or 
reed,  considered  a  great  ornament.  On  this  occasion,  amongst  a  variety  of  cere¬ 
monies,  the  kangaroo  dance  forms  a  prominent  feature.  A  native  of  robust 
stature,  carries  a  pat-  ta-go-rang,  or  kangaroo,  of  grass,  on  his  shoulders,  followed 
by  a  second,  with  a  load  of  brushwood,  signifying  its  haunts,  which  they  deposit 
at  the  feet  of  the  young  people,  who  are  placed  in  a  circle  ;  the  remainder  of  the 
party,  meanwhile,  singing  and  beating  time  on  their  shields :  a  party  then  appears, 
with  long  tails  of  grass  fixed  to  their  girdles,  jumping  along,  and  occasionally 
lying  down  and  scratching  themselves  as  those  animals  do ;  others  follow  them, 
armed,  pretending  to  steal  upon  them  unobserved  and  spear  them.  This  cere¬ 
mony  is  emblematical  of  their  power  of  hunting  and  killing  that  animal.  The  dog 
dance  is  somewhat  similar,  excepting  that  the  tails  are  shorter,  and  they  crawl  on 
all  fours. 

No.  Go. — Native  climbing  a  Gum  Tree. 

The  rapidity  with  which  tire  natives  ascend  trees  of  enormous  size,  in  search  of 
llte  opossum,  flying-squirrel,  &c.  is  truly  astonishing  ;  this  is  effected  by  cutting, 
with  their  stone  hatchets,  notches  in  tire  bark  of  the  trees,  of  sufficient  depth  and 
size,  to  admit  the  ball  of  the  great  toe  :  the  first  notch  being  cut,  the  great  toe  is 
placed  in  it;  and,  while  the  left  arm  embraces  the  tree,  a  second  is  cut  at  a  con¬ 
venient  distance,  sometimes  above  the  shoulder,  to  receive  the  other  foot,  always 
cutting  with  the  right  hand,  clinging  with  the  left,  and  resting  their  whole  weight  on 
the  ball  of  011c  foot :  they  ascend  very  quickly  trees  of  80  or  100  feet  in  height. 

J.  and  C.  Adlard,  Printers,  Bartholomew  Close. 


